
THE DR A J YOUNG COLLECTION AND SOME OF WHAT HAPPENED TO IT 
OR 

PART TWO OF – THE BEST OLD PEWTER DEAL YOU NEVER HEARD OF 

In the book “Pewter at the Victoria and Albert Museum” by Anthony North, I 
discovered 13 pieces of pewter which formed either the whole or part of a bequest 
in 1935 by Dr A J Young (giving the impression that he was refocusing his collection 
as seven pieces were European). This stirred my interest in discovering what 
happened to the rest of the Young collection. 
With help from others I was guided to a booklet produced in 1974 by the Currier 
Gallery of Art (in Manchester, New Hampshire, USA), where the Dr Young’s 
collection receives prime mention along with those of R F Michaelis and A V 
Sutherland-Graeme. 
It states in the forward that there would not have been an exhibition without 
Winthrop L Carter and Ian D Robinson. 
When the Young collection was sold in the early 1970s, the sellers wanted it to be 
sold as one lot in its entirety. At the time Peter Hempson was a trade wholesaler 
supplier of antiques and was able to immediately pay for the collection and sell it 
on. 
From the clues given by the seller of the Young Collection, Peter Hempson (who 
was not contacted for this article), I surmised that the buyer was himself wealthy 
and the third generation of his wealthy family with an interest in British pewter. As 
the Currier booklet is dated April 1974, and it would take some time to produce, by 
simple deduction the collection of Dr Young must have been sold before then in the 
early 1970s (i.e. 1973 or before). It was noticeable that wherever there was a piece in 
the Currier booklet described as being from the Young Collection, or at later 
auctions, more recent ownership has invariably been attributed to Winthrop L 
Carter. Indeed, it appeared that all the pieces of pewter in Ian Robinson’s collection, 
derived from the collection of Dr Young, came from Carter. 
So, who was Winthrop Carter? 
His grandfather, James R Carter (1849-1923) was an owner of Boston-based Carter 
Rice and Co, who bought Nashua Corp (Nashua New Hampshire) in 1904 (for 
$76,000, today the equivalent of over $2 million). 
Nashua Corp manufactured specialty papers. Over many years, the company, had 
large factories, employing thousands in the community. James was succeeded by 
Winthrop Lakey Carter senior (1885 – 1944) who then was succeeded in turn by 
Winthrop Lakey Carter Junior (1921 – 1983). Here is the WLC of this story. (I shall 
refer to him as WLC henceforward). 
WLC was the younger son and had had an older brother, Barton, who died in the 
Spanish Civil War at the age of 23. His was an interesting if short life. The family is 



also recorded as owning hundreds of acres of land and in 1968 an Elliott A Carter of 
this family donated $1 million to build the Nashua City Library. 
In 1963 WLC married a Margaret (Scottie) née Scott, who had a passion for antiques, 
and they set up a business, M S Carter Antiques, in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
She was a long-standing member of the New Hampshire Antiques Dealers 
Association and concerned with their Premier summer antiques show for 47 years. 
It is unknown to this writer how interested in antiques Winthrop Junior was before 
he was interested in Scotty. Although it is likely he was very interested as his father 
was also an antique collector. 
WLC was, by the turn of the 1970s, certainly very interested in old British pewter. 
I have a list of occasions when WLC visited the UK (from the USA) and attended 
Pewter Society meetings. In October 1974 (with Ian Robinson), December 1975, 
perhaps Autumn 1976, October 1978, Spring 1979, June 1979, October 1979, 
November 1980, Spring 1981, Autumn 1982 – he died in the Spring of 1983 
WLC is recorded far more in Pewter Society Journals than I can find in the PCCA 
Bulletins. 
It will be certain he knew Richard Mundey and separately, or through him, Peter 
Hempson. If, as I assume, WLC bought the collection in 1973 or before, then he must 
have been well known in England before then. 
Margaret Carter died in June 2009, with the Nashua Corp being sold in September 
2009, and pewter from the WLC collection (including perhaps the remaining pieces 
from the collection of Dr Young) being sold at auction by North East Auctions in 
Manchester, New Hampshire on 25th of October 2009. Basic details of the auction 
were kindly provided by Sylvia and Malcolm Toothill, copied from one of Sylvia’s 
many scrapbooks. 

Subsequently I found a digital version of the catalogue for this sale. As only 23 lots 
of pewter are likely to have been from WLC’s collection, presumably the rest of the 
collection had already been disposed of.  
Sylvia also bought (entirely by chance and before this research) the following 
portrait of Dr Young (by Enoch Fairhurst who was well known for dry point 
etching. Originally born in Bolton in 1874, Fairhurst returned there from 
Camberwell in 1924, and died in 1945). This portrait is signed and dated for 1929. 



It should be reasonable to assume that for his portrait he is holding a favourite 
flagon. The flagon he is holding is the – St Poules flagon, (engraved “For St Poules” 
to the front of the lid.) 
It is the one to the left in this 1926 Dr Young Collection photograph in the Pewter 
Society library. 

It is also shown below as it was when sold in October 2009 by North East Auctions 
Manchester, New Hampshire. 



Lot 228 JAMES I PEWTER COMMUNION FLAGON. Of cylindrical form with 
domed foot and cover, engraved on the cover " SAYNT POVLES 1616." Height to lip 
10 ¾ inches. 

It is also known that Mr and Mrs Winthrop L Carter gifted several pieces to the 
Currier Art Gallery in 1977. These include the following (with acquisition reference 
in brackets):  

1, Charles I Bun Lidded Flagon by E G 1634 (1977. 2) 
2, Beefeater flagon (1977. 3) 
3, flagon by Pitt and Floyd (1977. 5) 
4, semi-Broad Rim Charger by William Adams (1977. 18) 
5, Deep Dish by Graham and Wardrop (1977. 20) 
6 Two Scottish Communion Tokens (1977. 64. 1 & 1977. 64. 2) 

If it is assumed that these pieces were all donated at the same time, then based on 
the lack of continuity of the accession numbers, a significant number of pieces 
remain unaccounted for. 

Almost finally, a surprise awaited me as I had forgotten that I had purchased two 
pieces from this auction of old English pewter including: –  



LOT 234 BRITISH PEWTER PUNCH-DECORATED DEEP DISH, EITHER AN 
ARMS OR MARRIAGE DISH. The rim stamped “1631, R W C”, with partial or 
touchmark. Height 2 5/16 inches, diameter 14 ½ inches. Literature: a similar but 
smaller example is illustrated in The Magazine Antiques, April 1983, page 810. 
AND 

CURRIER BOOKLET 1974 

CURRIER 1974-page 7 John Bank photo 2009



The Currier Booklet of 1974 attributes the British Pewter shown to Dr Young, RF 
Michaelis, and A V Sutherland-Graeme. Whilst this pewter is not shown in the 
library photos of the 1926 Dr Young collection (he died 1947) it is also not seen in 
either the Sutherland-Graeme or Michaelis sales, thus an attribution to the Dr Young 
collection remains most likely which WLC was the sole contact for. This was bought 
in October 2009 from the Carter sale. 
Of the Dr Young collection photographs held in the Pewter Society Library this is 
number seven of 75 
(including some photo backs). The record implies the photograph was taken around 
1920 

CURRIER 1974-page 9 

JOHN BANK COLLECTION 
MAY 30 2020 

Same piece…. see patination 



 
 
It could mean that I have two pieces that were in the Dr Young collection. 
To conclude – it is likely WLC dying at age 62 in 1983 did not leave the Dr Young 
pieces with provenance apparent. He might not have considered it important. His 
wife “Scottie” (sic) was an exhibitor and dealer in her own right for 47 years. In her 
giving what are likely some Dr Young pieces to the Currier in 1991 no provenance is 
shown. There is no provenance with my pieces shown above. “Scottie” (sic) 
widowed in 1960 had from her first marriage two sons and two daughters all 
married when she died giving her then 29 grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
This was a wealthy family. The doctor Young collection was likely sold over the 
years without provenance, but I cannot be certain. 
 
Another photograph was found in the Gadd papers of this collection when 
searching for Answers to a member’s library query in August 2020 – this also shows 
the wide based Wigan Flagon in the foreground but not as clearly as above. 
 
Many thanks to – Sylvia and Malcolm Toothill who made this article possible and Jonathan 
Walters. 




