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Robert M. Vetter             by: Henk B. van Wijk, May11, 2021 

1. Biography

‘Vetter was an Austrian engineer who lived and worked for a long time in 
Amsterdam. He was an employee of a firm which from c. 1926 experienced some 
difficulties, culminating in severe losses early on during the depression [which 
followed the 1929 crash - HBvW]. His devotion to pewter research and to 
Cotterell must have slowed down his career prospects and possibly also ruined 
his marriage ... He returned to his native Austria where he assisted the famous 
Austrian collector Karl Ruhmann in planning and administering ‘the Dr Karl 
Ruhmann Trust’ on permanent display in Wildon, south of Graz. (Ruhmann 
purchased the bulk of the Vetter collection.)’ (Report 1999, Folder 4.II).i 

This quote reveals a lot of the life of Robert M. Vetter (* Vienna 1881   † Linz 
1971). A quote as I say and because of that my clarification is put between 
brackets with my initials. In fact it should have been DWH, since David Hall 
was the one who suggested this clarification and him I also thank for other major 
contributions to this article.  The quote is from a report, written by Jan Gadd, 
former Librarian of the Pewter Society of the UK.  This report is also an 
important source for this article. Gadd wrote it for the Worshipful Company of  
Pewterers (WCoP), which holds archives on H.H. Cotterell, a brilliant expert on 
English pewter. The other important source is also in the UK, the Pewter 
Society,  holding archives on Cotterell as well and where the current acting 
Librarian, John Bank, was of great help to me. 

In my attempts to understand Vetter as he lived I could make use of the 
autobiography he wrote in 1971, the year he passed away at the age of 90. He 
wrote it at the request of the editor of the magazine Antiques. Only part of it was 
used by Antiques itself but fortunately the editor sent the complete text to the 
editor of the Bulletin of the Pewter Collector’s Club of America (hereinafter 
PCCA), Bud Swain, who published it in 1972.ii 

Born in 1881 in Vienna (‘… then the capital of a proud and mighty empire …’), 
- where his father ran a bookshop - in a family that loved and performed
classical music, which love Vetter  inherited. Later in his life Vetter fell in love
with organ music, and he also admired the Pre-Rafaelites, read William Morris
and John Ruskin (‘… not quite  convinced by their esthetic dogma’s …’) and
met people like Lloyd George, Kerenski and Dr. Maria Montessori.



As a student he stumbled on languages but later on mastered five, self-taught. 
These must have been German, English, Dutch, French and one other. He 
switched his studies to engineering at the State Technical college in Vienna and 
subsequently at the Berlin Technical University. He became a Bachelor of 
Science, with a title which in Dutch is: ingenieur, abbreviated ing. (that differs 
from the abbreviation of a MSc engineer: Ir.).  

He did his obligatory military service with the Austrian Navy (the empire had 
shores at that time) and thereafter went to Cologne for a technical job. 

In 1905 (23 years old) he went to Wales. He married there in 1911. Of his wife  
(if they had children he doesn’t say) he remarks in 1971: ‘After the death of my 
wife who had always supported and encouraged my dealings with old things iii 
… I retired to a small apartment …’ in Klosterneuburg – Weidling’, which is 
very close to Vienna. I suppose this means that Vetter and his wife stayed 
together all their lifes. A Rosa Vetter (age 91) is buried in the same family grave 
in Vienna as Vetter himself; I presume that’s his wife.iv Right after his marriage 
he ‘…left the dreary mining valleys of South Wales’ to settle in Switzerland. 

From there he returned to Austria because of the Great War to serve the Marine. 
In 1920 he started working in The Netherlands till 1943.v  He then went to 
Austria where he stayed during WW II in a civil engineering job. This continued 
till his ‘final’ retirement in 1961 (he was 80 years old then !) ‘engaged in the 
export of Austrian machinery to the East.’ 

The Dutch company he worked for was Werkspoor N.V., a big enterprise, main 
suppliers of iron implements to Railroad companies like rail tracks, locomotives, 
steel structures, etc., over  its entire existence it had financial problems. 

In the twenties and thirties he lived in The Netherlands in the Zacharias 
Jansestreet 56, in Amsterdam/Watergraafsmeer.  

If the catalogue De Gedekte Tafel in Vijf Eeuwen of an exhibition in Amsterdam 
in 1928/1929 is correct (which I doubt) he lived at that time in The Hague. We 
have no further knowledge of his family life or his career, in correspondence 
that survives mention is made of tensions due to his financial problems  and - as 
Gadd remarked - his hobby will not have helped a lot in furthering his 
professional career. It seems that he was not always happy with his work in The 
Netherlands and with his Dutch colleagues. In a letter to Cotterell of Aug. 28, 
1926, at the end of holidays in France he writes in comparing French people – 



‘polite and friendly in every way’ – with the Dutch: ‘… other than my Dutch 
quasi-compatriots, who – between us – are a greedy, ……. [ dirt ? - HBvW ] and 
dull lot, coarse and vile, lacking everything one would expect from a people 
with such a splendid intellectual past. I think I called them once ‘animated 
moneybags’ and that is what they are. But what do these considerations help me. 
Here I am again tied to my job bound to show a friendly face to everyone and be 
grateful ---.’ vi 

As comment I quote Gadd - Report 1999,  p.7 - .. the letter ‘contains the worst 
imaginable slagging-off of the Dutch.’  

Vetter started to collect pewter in Switzerland, around 1911 ‘… in spite of a 
complete lack of experience, a certain instinct saved me from grave mistakes 
from the beginning.’ In 1913 he paid a short visit to the USA where he was ‘… 
enormously impressed by technical superiority and daring …’.  

His contacts regarding pewter were countless and lead to contacts i.a. with 
Baurat Manz of Stuttgart, the famous Figdor and last but not least, from 1913 
with H.H. Cotterell. 

Vetter was – exceptional for a foreigner – Honorary Member of the Society of 
Pewter Collectors, the predecessor of the UK Pewter Society. At the time 
Michaelis was President of the SPC we read in his minutes of June 1964 ‘… it is 
doubtful whether there is a more knowledgeable authority on Continental 
pewterware …’. 

In 1954 he had become Honorary Master Member of the Pewter Collectors’ 
Club of America. The PCCA was very fond of him. John Bank sent me copy of 
a letter of Charles V. (Bud) Swain, past-President of the American pewter 
society and Honorary Member of the Pewter Society, to Gadd of June 30, 1999 
in which he wrote on Vetter: ‘In the nineteen sixties and seventies he and I 
corresponded quite a number of times. I found him a very interesting man with a 
great sense of humor.’ Indeed a kind statement 28 years after his passing away. 
Swain was also the man who wrote the Introduction to the new Edition (i.e. the 
1972-version) of   National Types of Old Pewter. 

Another testimony on his pewter know-how. In 1965 J.W.E. Beumer, president 
of the Dutch Tinclub cited a poem of Vetter on the opening of an exhibition in 
the Singer Museum in Laren, Blik op tin. It is printed in the catalogue and found 
in the footnote  hereunder.vii The German language is very receptive to the 



feeling of desire, ‘Sehnsucht’, the desire of the collector in this case. In this 
same speech Beumer, a great collector himself, called Vetter ‘an expert of 
international reputation and author of many professional and detailed studies.’ 
and as this article proves, Beumer was correct. 

Vetter must have had a vast collection. At the exhibition in Amsterdam in 
1928/1929 mentioned above, a dozen of his objects were on show. In the 
magazine articles he wrote, a lot of the illustrated objects were from his own 
collection and the same is true for those in the second issue of National Types of 
Old Pewter, of 1972. Unfortunately I have no proof of where his collection 
went, only the statement of Gadd that ‘Ruhmann bought the bulk’.  

Eric de Jonge in 1954: ‘Mr. Vetter in his own right is a researcher and writer on 
pewter of no mean capabilities. His own collection constitutes the most 
representative private collection of national types of pewter, which compares 
extremely well with the one in the Victoria & Albert Museum in London.’viii 

Still in 1962 – when he was 80 years old – Vetter was looking for a candidate 
for his collection. ‘My only wish now is to see my collection pass, if possible 
bodily – into the hands of one who would understand and appreciate the pains it 
took to build it up –‘. ix 

2. Contacts

It is not possible to speak about Vetter as a pewter-man without mentioning 
some other names. By connecting Vetter’s life to that of the others it becomes 
clear that Vetter made a very important contribution to the study and written 
recording of the world of pewter, efforts which at first glance were attributed to 
Cotterell and Verster respectively. 

2.1  H.H. Cotterell   * 1875  † 1934 

Cotterell was one of the founding members of the Society of Pewter Collectors 
in the UK,  predecessor of the current Pewter Society and one of the most if not 
the most knowledgeable expert on British pewter at the time.  In 1930, when he 
decided to make his hobby also his profession, he stepped down as a member. x 
The book that made him famous, Old Pewter its Makers and Marks, was issued 
in 1929. xi By that time Vetter and Cotterell had already co-operated for years on 
another large project, after they got to know each other in 1913. It was a book on 
pewter under Cotterell’s name as author, intended to comprehend all European 
continental countries.  I have the impression that Vetter did all the field work 



and Cotterell, who didn’t speak foreign languages, reworked the raw material, 
supplied by Vetter, so: one for the works and one for the words.  

The tactical approach for this project deserves admiration. A long series of 
articles dealing with this subject country by country, often taking more than one 
delivery for one country started to be published in a US antiques magazine by 
the name of Antiques. Twice a number of such articles was put together in a 
book, the first small version of this National Types of Old Pewter was issued in 
1925. Only Cotterell is mentioned as author; he describes himself in this first 
issue: ‘Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, England, the Royal Society of 
Antiquaries of Ireland, &c., Past President of  the  Society of Pewter Collectors, 
author of Several Standard Monographs on Old Pewter.’ 

The contents, except for the seventh chapter were published before in six articles 
in Antiques and the publisher allowed Cotterell his copyright for this 
publication. xii Cotterell was paid for these articles and it seems that he in his 
turn paid Vetter; there exists a written agreement between them (which I have 
not seen). Soon, however, a lot of the correspondence indicates lack of financial 
means, both with Cotterell and Vetter, the latter turning down for that reason a 
proposal by Cotterell to make an investment as to participate in the financial 
outcome of the project. My conclusion: if Vetter was paid it was negligible and 
certainly not the motive for Vetter to do what he did, his utmost. His motivation 
was rather his love for pewter and his devotion to Cotterell. 

After the issuance of the 1925-version of National Types of Old Pewter new 
series of articles are published in Antiques, first under the title European 
Continental Pewter (January 1927 – August 1929), followed by eight more 
articles each under its own heading, starting with one forerunner in May 1928, 
the rest between December 1929 and April 1936. All of these deemed as a 
sequel of the earlier 1925-version. Only in 1972 – again under the title National 
Types of Old Pewter – a book is published including all the aforementioned 
articles, including those in the 1925-version, with one exception. I guess due to a 
mistake of the publisher the last article (being the third part of the series on 
Austro-Hungarian pewter in Antiques, April 1936) is not included. Authors on 
the cover are Cotterell, Riff and Vetter. It is not clear whether Cotterell was 
involved at all in the last three articles which were published after his death. 

The contacts Vetter used were many when attempting to come up with as much 
material as possible for a thoroughly written and richly illustrated book on 



pewter from all the European continental countries. Also Cotterell corresponded 
a lot. Their contacts often did not materialize in output for the book, the names 
of  Brodahl of  Norway, Olrik of Denmark, Löfgren of Sweden, Gahlnbäck on 
Russia and the Baltic, Boes on Belgium are not or hardly to be found back in the 
second version of  National Types of Old Pewter of 1972 and the scarce 
exception is Adolphe Riff from Strasbourg, only because Cotterell in the end 
gave in on his insistence in publicizing only, if it was under his own and solely 
under his own name. As John Bank summarizes in a mail xiii to me: ‘The book 
failed as HHC insisted on being considered author of articles/sections other 
European experts were to write and of course they who were thought better of in 
their own countries and often more published and more successful would have 
permitted him to be editor but not to take the credit for their work.’ 

Also the acknowledgement of the authorship of Vetter is complicated and 
remarkable. The version of 1972 mentions Vetter as from part X (1928) as co-
author next to Cotterell. The latter signed for parts I through V and IX through 
XIII, Riff for VI through VIII. In the Foreword of part I Cotterell had already 
praised Vetter for all his work in his particular way, abundantly. What is the 
degree of sincerety ?  I notice some diluting effect because in the same praise 
Cotterell also involves Vetter’s wife and someone,  P.J. Ducro, a collector who 
helped Vetter by making photographs of objects.  

The 1972 version continues after the XIII parts mentioned with another eight 
parts, dating from 1928 through 1935 with Cotterell and Vetter as co-authors. 
Cotterell always ahead.  My guess is not because Cotterell delivered most of the 
substance but because Vetter was too servile to claim his justified first position, 
not to say sole position as author. 

It took a long time before Vetter was better known. Also after 1928 Cotterell 
missed no opportunity to put only himself in the limelight not only by claiming 
copyright just for himself but also by avoiding to mention that he acts as an 
editor, implying authorship. Their increasing (in-)visibility reflected their 
respective characters which were so opposite that this increase was the result.  

Nevertheless, Vetter is not entirely short of vanity. In Verster’s book Tin door 
de eeuwen, 1954, the bibliography mentions a title: European Continental 
Pewter, year of issuance 1927, by Vetter and Cotterell. Yes, with Vetter as 
number one. Alas that book doesn’t exist. There is a book National Types of Old 
Pewter of 1925 as we saw, but here Cotterell is the only author. The 1927-



version can’t be a fabrication of Verster himself. It must be Vetter. As for the 
magazine articles: the same. The articles exist but with the authors in the reverse 
order. One would almost forget that under his own name Vetter produced an 
impressive list of published articles, mentioned below xiv.  

As said, Vetter was a man who corresponded a lot. That was of course necessary 
in order to obtain input for articles on European continental pewter, including 
photos,  do not underestimate what treasures we speak of before World War II,  
especially photos of pewter objects. It was quite an exercise to get those and to 
keep them. His letter to H.C. Gallois, head curator of the Gemeente museum in 
The Hague of 25-iv-1926 is illustrative: ‘In the case you can help me with some 
photographs, I would in turn be pleased to give you some of my collection, if you 
tell me what you might be willing,’ not a very spontaneous offer. To Karel 
Azijnman, curator of the Noordbrabants museum in Den Bosch 3-xii-1927: ‘I 
take the liberty to keep your photos with me for the time being till I find the time 
to follow up on your kind invitation and to visit you in Den Bosch’ and of 19-iv-
1931 to him: ‘I still have to thank you for the beautiful photos of your latest 
acquisitions. I will store them in my archives for possible use upon future 
publications.’ 

Adolphe Riff, curator of the museums of Strasbourg was the only author to 
whom Cotterell allowed to be named as the sole author of his own articles, a 
precondition by Riff. Acting as he did, Riff was criticized by Vetter in his letter 
to Cotterell of 28-viii-1926 where Vetter writes: ‘He is just an ordinary man of 
business trying to have his brains to the highest bidder.’ This malicious 
qualification which completely ignores the real reason from Riff to uphold his 
consent of publication – namely his authorship – demonstrates the servility of 
Vetter to Cotterell and the presumptuous attempts to confiscate the work of 
others without adequate mentioning of their source. Gadd notes: ‘The tone of 
Vetter’s letters to Cotterell are invariably deferential, often sycophantic.’ 

Vetter was not always kind. Upon the withdrawal of Gahlnbäck as contributor to 
the book, because of over-editing of his article, Vetter wrote to Cotterell: ‘All 
these fellows consider their trash as holy writ to be handled down to posterity 
verbatim’.  

There were many who in the end abstained. Gadd writes on Cotterell: ‘His 
dream of a substantial book on European pewter was probably killed-off as 
early as 1927 when he discovered that his writers on European pewter 



presented demands that he was unable to honour.’ My comment: if that is so, he 
did not share this conclusion with Vetter, who – on the contrary – went on and 
on to provide Cotterell with substance. To be disillusioned is one thing, to allow 
your friend nevertheless to muddle on is another. 

In need for money Vetter and Cotterell could shake hands. On file of the WCoP 
is a list in 1929 assembled by Vetter of Dutch collectors, who might be 
interested in buying Old Pewter its Makers and Marks. The book was issued that 
year but didn’t sell enough and so was not financially a success. Vetter was only 
aware of one Dutch buyer. My observation: the list doesn’t mention Verster as a 
potential buyer .. was their relationship too close to bother him ? 

Vetter regretting his recent acquisition of a Jan Steen flagon writes Cotterell 
March 23, 1931 ‘… made me rather regret the whole affair, … I have the most 
intense domestic troubles besides, which make my life a veritable hell.’ 

One other note (1933) says that Cotterell owned a Roman ewer which he tried to 
sell via Vetter.’ The only collector here, able to appreciate and to buy it would 
be Mr. Philips, the Radio magnate of Eindhoven.  … Germany and Austria are 
entirely excluded at present … Why not offer it straight-ways to Mussolini to buy 
it for the Museum of ancient Roman art ?‘ The files do not tell whether Cotterell 
did so.  

2.2  A.J.G. Verster * 1888  † 1975 

I do not know the year in which the contacts between Vetter and the Dutch 
collector Arnold J.G. Verster started. Verster published his Oud Tin in 1924. 
This was the first serious publication on this subject in the Dutch language 
(reprinted in 1928). In this book there is no reference to Vetter and neither there 
is in the catalogue of the exhibition of pewter from the Verster collection in 
1946 in Leiden, nor in the one of 1954 in museum Boymans in Rotterdam, 
where, in his introduction the curator J.N. Bastert qualifies Tin door de eeuwen 
with some disdain as ‘werkje’ (‘nice try’). 

Pewter objects of Verster are already illustrated in magazine articles of Cotterell 
and Vetter, which eventually lead to the second National Types of Old  Pewter, 
see f.i. on p. 72. That means that by 1927 there must have been contacts. In 1928 
and 1928/29 exhibitions were held in The Hague and Amsterdam respectively 
under the common title De Gedekte Tafel in Vijf Eeuwen.  Among the private 



exhibitioners, in those days freely mentioned by name for the most part, were 
Verster and Vetter.  

This being so it is peculiar to see that Verster reviewed the first issue of 
National Types of Old Pewter of Cotterell in 1926. xv  He was very critical. After 
referring to the purpose of the book, namely the study of the particular features 
which the pewterers following their national traditions gave to their products, he 
remarks that the author only for a small part succeeded in his purpose. In most 
cases, he says, are the differences showed only those between English and non-
English, not without accentuating the English superiority.xvi  Reversely the 
second print of Oud Tin of Verster was reviewed in The Connoisseur in 1928 by 
‘H.H.C., R.M.V.’. The tone is positive but it is noted that the book doesn’t tell 
anything that shocks the pewter world; mainly Verster is praised for his good 
taste. What on earth can Cotterell have contributed to this review of a book in 
the Dutch language ? Much later Vetter reviewed the collection Verster, 
exhibited in Tin door de eeuwen in Delft, 1950, in Apollo, May 1951. one happy 
family indeed. 

Is Vetter’s hand unseen in Oud Tin, all the more is it seen with the publications 
of  Verster after WW II. Firstly, Tin door de eeuwen, in 1954.  xvii Till the 
publication of Dubbe’s Tin en tinnegieters in Nederland in 1965, this was the 
only authoritative book on pewter in The Netherlands. There were several 
translations with a large contribution from Vetter, in English Old European 
Pewter, 1958 (the translator is not mentioned but I’m convinced it was Vetter, 
and in German Das Buch vom Zinn, 1963, in which we find: ‘Die Übersetzung 
und die Herausgabe der deutschen Ausgabe besorgte Robert M. Vetter’. Here 
his role was more than just translating, he added many notes which he signed 
with his initials and he added a chapter ‘Zinn im deutschsprachischen Raum’ to 
his translation plus 36 extra photographs. 

Verster didn’t only collect pewter. Hence his book on copper, brass and bronze  
Brons in den tijd, Amsterdam 1956 xviii and the second revised issue thereof 
under the title Koper en brons van voorheen, in the same year. It was translated 
in German and edited by Vetter under the German title Bronze. Altes Gerät aus 
Bronze, Messing und Kupfer, Hanover 1966. Secondly a book on iron,  IJzer van 
vroeger, Amsterdam 1964, again translated and edited by Vetter Schönes 
Schmiedeeisen, 1964. Also to be mentioned is the catalogue Koper of the 
exhibition in 1961 in Delft on brass, of which the collection Verster formed part. 



The exhibition was repeated in Gand, Belgium in the same year with the same 
catalogue Art du Cuivre. 

Verster was a Honorary Member of the Pewter Society; he was an international 
businessman who travelled a lot. He was a very knowledgeable gentleman-
collector, a kind we know a few of in the first half of the 20th century; he had an 
excellent nose for beautiful objects. It seems that it is because of financial 
problems that after WW II he sold the vast majority of his pewter collection to 
the museum Boymans.     

2.3  B. Dubbe   * 1920  † 2007 

Bé Dubbe, with whom I cooperated for quite some time, never told me that he 
met with Vetter (neither did I ask him). It is unlikely though, Dubbe’s interest in 
pewter started after WW II and at that time Vetter lived in Austria. Dubbe did 
meet with Verster though, who kept a certain distance; notwithstanding the fact 
that Dubbe  mentioned him in his Tin en tinnegieters in Nederland of which the 
first version was issued in 1965, with all due respect (p. 148). I think there was 
on the side of Verster some jalousie de métier. It is remarkable that in the fourth 
print of Verster, issued after 1965, in his bibliography a French publication of 
1968 is mentioned, but not Dubbe’s publication in 1965. Dubbe was a prominent 
member of the Dutch Tinclub at the time of the exhibition Keur van tin uit de 
havensteden in 1979 whereas Verster in 1960 was one of the founders of the 
Tinclub.  xix 

Perhaps Vetter was somewhat influenced by Verster. It was difficult for Vetter 
not to be condescending about others viz-a-viz his ‘master’. A comment of 1966  
to Christopher Peal on Dubbe, of whom he thinks that he made a mistake in his 
Tin en tinnegieters in Nederland  was like that. His critics concerned the 
attention Dubbe paid to horsemen candlesticks. Vetter stated this was either an 
authentic ‘Billie and Charley’ or inspired by their style, which statement was 
accompanied by a denigrating remark on Dubbe. On horsemen candlesticks I 
published an article in The Journal of the Pewter Society. xx As my article 
demonstrates at least of one of the four candlesticks which I regard as genuine, 
the authenticity is irrefutable. The ‘Billies and Charleys’ are a nice subject for a 
separate article. 

2.4  K. Ruhmann  *1897  † 1972 



The only reference of where Vetter’s collection went is in the report from Gadd: 
‘Ruhmann purchased the bulk of the Vetter collection’.xxi He does not mention 
his source. My friend Elmar Schneider, for years and years the curator of the 
Ruhmann collection in Wildon (South of  Graz) could not find in the archives 
any trace of relationship between Ruhmann and Vetter. Still, that relationship 
must have been there taking into account Vetter’s articles on the Ruhmann 
collection   (see bibliography1960 and1963 in note xv hereunder). Other 
attempts to obtain information on the current locations of his collection were not 
successful. For example I tried museums in Vienna and Linz. Either I didn’t get 
a response at all (several museums in Vienna after several repeated requests), or 
the archives reveal no information or are closed and nobody of the museum staff 
knew something from memory (Linz).  

There are two institutions which in my opinion qualify to be the current owner 
of (at least part of) Vetter’s collection. Although Vetter writes in 1962 that he is 
still looking for a destiny of his collection, I think he does not refer to all he had 
at its high point. I think so because he had serious financial problems after WW 
II (see also below) and therefore must have had to sell from his collection  to 
obtain financial means.  

Between 1960 and 1972 Vetter, living in Vienna, was in contact with Ruhmann, 
also living there. Ruhmann had an apartment in Vienna, already in war time, 
with a pewter collection. This collection was shipped around 1990 to be 
combined with the one which was already located in Wildon. Only the last 
mentioned part of the collection was catalogued, not the Vienna part. xxii  The 
Vienna part could comprise of objects formerly owned by Vetter and sold by 
him to Ruhmann. 

The second candidate for the collection is the Nordico Museum in Linz. 
G.Wacha was employed as curator and as of 1973 managing director of this
museum from before 1962 until his retirement in 1991 (he passed away in
2009). Wacha and Vetter together wrote Linzer Zinngiessier, issued in 1967 and
had a very friendly relationship, both passionate with pewter. The Nordico
Museum has over 300 pieces of pewter in its collection. It seems reasonable to
assume that part of that once was in Vetter’s collection.

Comparison of objects in the Ruhmann collection and in the Nordico Museum 
collection with published photographs in Vetter’s articles and in National Types 
of Old Pewter of 1972 might shed more light on this assumption.xxiii 



After WW II Vetter continues to live in Austria where he was already during 
WW II. His contacts with the WCoP were very well-maintained, such that he 
successfully asked the Company for financial help. The Minute Books of the 
Company demonstrate how very generously he was supported. xxiv  

From 1945 both Austria and Vienna were divided and placed under 
supervision of the US, the UK, France and the Soviet-Union, a period of 
poverty. This supervision lasted until 1955 but also long after that period 
Vetter was in difficult financial circumstances, hence he asked for help. One 
should realize that in 1955 he was already 74 years of age.  

Vetter continued to publish in Antiques throughout his whole life. In 1972 
Antiques commented that Vetter had been a correspondent since 1927 and 
record holder both in co-operation and in age. On that occasion the magazine 
quoted the following statement of Vetter: 

‘Born into what seemed a hale world, in the capital of a proud and mighty 
empire, I was cast into an epoch of violent and rapid change. When I was ten, 
a bicycle was a technical wonder. Since then, the boldest fantasies of Jules 
Verne have been surpassed. Still more bewildering are the changes in the 
moral and spiritual spheres. … I have found a passionate devotion to and 
occupation with antiques a release from today’s materialism.’xxv 

A man who did a great job for our knowledge of pewter. 

 

i Report 1999: ‘The Cotterell Papers’, A report and catalogue prepared for the Worshipful Company of 
Pewterers, (WCoP) of  Jan. 16, 1999 of Jan Gadd (former Librarian of the Pewter Society (UK) 

Below a quote from Jan Gadd regarding  H H Cotterell in the WOCP report

Notes follow - 



More pieces in the Robert M Vetter collection









ii  Bulletin PCCA, No. 66, Vol. 6, Issue 7, Aug. 1972, p. 211 – 212 

iii  Note HBvW: leave alone exceptions, see below his letter to Cotterell of March 23, 1931 regarding the 
acquisition of a Jan Steen flagon 

iv   www.friedhoefewien.at/grabsuche.de and: de.findagrave.com/memorial/161085469/robert-vetter 

v  Bulletin PCCA, No. 33, Vol. 3, Issue 4, 1954, p. 60 - 64 
vi  Of the letters from which I quote I received copies from the archives of the Worshipful Company of
Pewterers (WCoP) through the help of David W. Hall. When it turned out that I was not capable of  transcribing 
some letters, David was kind enough to do that for  me, for which I thank him.  The transcriptions are not 
included in this article. 

vii Poem of R.M. Vetter 

Als Gott das Zinn erschaffen hatte, 

Schuf er auch gleich den Narr’n dazu: 

Der alte, graue, nimmersatte 

Zinnsammler ohne Rast und Ruh 

Die Stitzen, Pitschen, Kannen, Teller, 

Er hat davon schon einen Haufen. 

Vertan ist schon der letzte Heller, 

Er will noch haben, muss noch kaufen ! 

------------------ 

Vergib, Oh Herr, ihm solches Streben, 

Dies Heimweh nach dem Echten, Schönen, 

Verklärte doch sein armes, kleines Leben 

Ein ewig unerfülltes Sehnen. 

viii See note v 

ix Letter to Charles F. Edgecomb, Summer 1962, in: Bulletin PCCA No. 47, Vol. 4, Issue 8, Sep. 1962,  p. 124; 
see note 1 
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x A.S.G. (= A.V. Sutherland-Graeme),  ‘Pewter Collector’s Loss | The Late H.H. Cotterell’, in: The Bazaar, Oct. 
23, 1934 

xi An extensive bibliography of books and magazine articles can be found on  the website of the Dutch pewter 
society www.nederlandsetinvereniging.nl. 

xii Antiques in 1923,  (April and July) and 1924,  (April, July, Sept. and Nov.), 

xiii July 10, 2013 
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1925  with H.H.Cotterell (but Vetter unmentioned):  National Types of Old Pewter, New York 1925. 
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under the general title
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1969  ‘Continental pewter in the service of wine’, in: Antiques, Mar. 1969, p. 383 – 387 

1970  ‘Continental pewter epergnes, cruet stands, and sugar bowls’, in: Antiques, July 1970, p. 88 – 
93 

1971a ‘Table guards and cake plates of pewter’, in: Antiques, May 1971, p. 712 – 717; note: this is a 
very specialized subject, all main stream subjects are being dealt with as it seems; still, to give 
such a wide scope to such a narrow subject proves the enormous knowledge on pewter of  the 
author, admirable.  

1971b ‘The Magic of Pewter’, in: Journal of  the Pewter Society, April 1971 

1971c ‘Pewter-Making as a Hobby’, in: Bulletin PCCA, No. 64, Vol. 6, Issue 5, Aug. 1971, p. 128 – 
129 

1972a  ‘European guild pewter: forms and functions’, in: Antiques, Jan. 1972, p. 201 – 208 

1972b  with H.H. Cotterell (in the lead) and A. Riff: National Types of Old Pewter, a revised and 
expanded edition, New York 1972. Contains the 1925-version of this title, followed by 
additional chapters. All these further chapters were one by one published in Antiques before. In 
the book however  is not included part 3 of ‘The fine pewter of Austria-Hungary’, which part 
finishes the last two parts of the book (issued Antiques Apr. 1936, p.  154 – 157). Chapters I 
thru XIII, published in Antiques as follows: I: Vol. XI.1,  Jan. 1927, II: Vol. XI.3,  Mar. 1927, 
III: Vol. XI.5,  May 1927,  IV: Vol. XII.1,  July 1927,  V: Vol. XII.3, Sep. 1927, VI: Vol. 
XII.5, Nov. 1927, VII: Vol. XIII.2, Feb. 1928, VIII: Vol. XIII.5,  May 1928, IX: Vol. XIV.2,
Aug. 1928,  X: Vol. XIV.5, Nov. 1928, XI: Vol. XV.2, Feb. 1929,  XII: Vol. XV.5, May 1929,
XIII: Vol. XVI.2, Aug. 1929. The last series has  no chapter number starting  page numbers as
per the table of contents are: 113: Vol. XIII.5, May 1928, 115: Dec. 1929, 120: June 1930, 124:
Mar. 1931, 131: June 1931, 138: Sep. 1933, 142: Nov. 1934 and Aug. 1935. Note that the
volume numbering of Antiques stopped  in the autumn of 1929.

xv Den Gulden Winckel, jrg. 25, 1926 



xvi In his Report 1999, also Gadd  will conclude that the authors didn’t succeed in pointing out specifics per 
country and he mentions that for instance the articles on Austro-Hungarian pewter completely disregard that this 
empire may have been under one ruler but consists of many different cultural entities, all with their own national 
identity. 

xvii Of Tin door de eeuwen there are 4 prints: Amsterdam, 1954, 2nd  and 3rd no date but later than 1955, 4th no 
date but after 1967. 

xviii In 1976 Interbook of Schiedam issued a facsimile of Brons in den tijd of  low quality  

xix See De Tinkoerier, Dec. 1994, p. 24 

xx Fall 2018, Vol. 48, p. 8 – 20 

xxi Report 1999, Folder section, p. 5 

xxii  E-mail correspondence during 2021 

xxiii  Thanks to Dr. O. Baumgärtel of Munich who helped me in drawing this conclusion 

xxiv Source  D.W. Hall,  mail Sep. 20, 2020,  quotes from the Minute Books of the WCoP:

24th April 1947 

Letters from Mr R.M. Vetter of Vienna, who had collaborated with Mr Cotterell in the writing of his book on 
Continental Pewter and who was an authority on Dutch Pewter, were read. Mr Vetter stated that conditions in 
Austria were such that unless people in his circumstances could get assistance from outside the country they 
were doomed to slow starvation. The Court was informed that the Anglo – Austrian Democratic Society, with 
offices in London, could arrange for parcels of food to be sent from Australia to people in Austria. It was moved 
by Mr Davies and carried that the Clerk be instructed to arrange for four parcels at a cost of 30/- each to be sent 
monthly to Mr Vetter. 

18th December 1947 

The Court having been informed that the last of the parcels ordered for Mr Vetter had now been dispatched, it 
was moved by Mr Camm, seconded by Mr Adams and carried that one parcel a month be sent for a further 
period of 12 months. 

20th April 1950 

A letter from Mr R.M. Vetter thanking the Company for food parcels received was read and it was resolved to 
send Mr Vetter a further 12 parcels. 

25th January 1951 

A letter from Mr R.M. Vetter asking the Company to be responsible to the Victoria and Albert Museum for their 
fees for certain photographs of Pewter which Mr Vetter required in connection with a publication he was 
producing was read, and the Clerk informed the Court that he had written to the Victoria and Albert Museum to 
say that on the assumption that the expense involved was only small the Company would be responsible. This 
action was approved. 

15th April 1965 

An application from Mr R.M. Vetter, who assisted the late Mr H.H. Cotterell in his books on old pewter, was 
considered and referred to the Poor Committee for further consideration and report. 



13th May 1965 

We have considered the position of Mr R.M. Vetter as set out in his letters which show that he is in a difficult 
position financially. In view of the great services he has given in bringing the beauties of old pewter to notice 
and the help he gave to the late Mr H.H. Cotterell we recommend that he be given help. We think that in his case 
a capital payment would be preferable to a pension and we recommend that the Charity Trustees be asked to 
make him a grant of £200. 

xxv See note iii 
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iii  Bulletin PCCA, No. 66, Vol. 6, Issue 7, Aug. 1972, p. 211 – 212 

iv  Note HBvW: leave alone exceptions, see below his letter to Cotterell of March 23, 1931 regarding the 
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Als Gott das Zinn erschaffen hatte, 

Schuf er auch gleich den Narr’n dazu: 

Der alte, graue, nimmersatte 

Zinnsammler ohne Rast und Ruh 

Die Stitzen, Pitschen, Kannen, Teller, 

Er hat davon schon einen Haufen. 

Vertan ist schon der letzte Heller, 

Er will noch haben, muss noch kaufen ! 

------------------ 

Vergib, Oh Herr, ihm solches Streben, 

Dies Heimweh nach dem Echten, Schönen, 

Verklärte doch sein armes, kleines Leben 

Ein ewig unerfülltes Sehnen. 
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24th April 1947 

Letters from Mr R.M. Vetter of Vienna, who had collaborated with Mr Cotterell in the writing of his book on 
Continental Pewter and who was an authority on Dutch Pewter, were read. Mr Vetter stated that conditions in 
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offices in London, could arrange for parcels of food to be sent from Australia to people in Austria. It was moved 
by Mr Davies and carried that the Clerk be instructed to arrange for four parcels at a cost of 30/- each to be sent 
monthly to Mr Vetter. 

18th December 1947 

The Court having been informed that the last of the parcels ordered for Mr Vetter had now been dispatched, it 
was moved by Mr Camm, seconded by Mr Adams and carried that one parcel a month be sent for a further 
period of 12 months. 

20th April 1950 

A letter from Mr R.M. Vetter thanking the Company for food parcels received was read and it was resolved to 
send Mr Vetter a further 12 parcels. 

25th January 1951 

A letter from Mr R.M. Vetter asking the Company to be responsible to the Victoria and Albert Museum for their 
fees for certain photographs of Pewter which Mr Vetter required in connection with a publication he was 
producing was read, and the Clerk informed the Court that he had written to the Victoria and Albert Museum to 
say that on the assumption that the expense involved was only small the Company would be responsible. This 
action was approved. 

15th April 1965 

An application from Mr R.M. Vetter, who assisted the late Mr H.H. Cotterell in his books on old pewter, was 
considered and referred to the Poor Committee for further consideration and report. 

13th May 1965 



We have considered the position of Mr R.M. Vetter as set out in his letters which show that he is in a difficult 
position financially. In view of the great services he has given in bringing the beauties of old pewter to notice 
and the help he gave to the late Mr H.H. Cotterell we recommend that he be given help. We think that in his case 
a capital payment would be preferable to a pension and we recommend that the Charity Trustees be asked to 
make him a grant of £200. 

xxiii See note iii 
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above are other books mentioned in the article.




