
 

 

 

 



I bought a piece from auction at Freeman's in the USA. It arrived here in a 60kg wooden crate - inside 
which was a 5 kg carton held firm by short horizontal wood batons. 
I could have spent the morning or longer trying to unscrew them but a chain saw freed the box in 
minutes. 
The box when opened is almost full of polystyrene crumb pieces. My static hands come out as though I 
had fallen in deep snow! 
Let us not consider the cost of shipment - though I did nearly suggest not bothering - and giving the 
piece to charity. 
Above as the beginning a photo of the piece inside. 
Similar in the Weygang catalogue of 1937 - mine might be more the Woolworths version than the 
Harrods - a little research shows these when popular could be very elaborate and made 1895-1939. 
And if lucky today at auction very costly - (mine was not - carriage was more costly!). 

Maximum dimensions are 66cms length and 53 cms height. 
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LEOPOLDUS PRIMUS 

 
 
Erbaut im Fahre 1668 
 
Built in the year 1688 

 

 
 
City Badge of ?  
(notice chewing gum repair –unlikely but) 
 
HAMBURG Coat Of Arms 1605 

 

 
 
Ham burgische fregatte 
 

 

The Leopoldus Primus, also called Leopold I, was the first convoy ship commissioned to protect the Free and 
Hanseatic City of Hamburg. She was designed for use against piracy on the trade routes to Spain, Portugal, and 
West Africa and to accompany whalers to Greenland. Named in honor of Holy Roman Emperor Leopold I, she 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pirate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whaling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leopold_I,_Holy_Roman_Emperor


was put into service in 1668 and scrapped in 1705 after 34 major missions. She was probably identical with 
the Wapen von Hamburg, which went into service shortly after her. 

 

here are few records describing the size and appearance of Leopoldus Primus or her sister ship, Wapen von 
Hamburg. Dimensions are unknown. What is known is that the ship was built on the model of leading Dutch 
design. Wolfgang Quinger, in Wappen von Hamburg I (1980), suggests that the pair may have been more or 
less replicas of the Dutch ship Aemilia. If this is so, Leopoldus Primus would have had a length of about 40 
metres (130 feet) and a width of almost 11 metres (36 feet). To get over the shoals in the river Elbe, the hull was 
probably built after the "Rotterdam form". The ship was elaborately decorated with Baroque carvings and 
sculptures. 
The Leopoldus had 54 guns. The heaviest caliber were on the lower gun deck with the lighter on the upper aft 
decks. When the ship was docked for a length time in Hamburg, the guns could be unloaded and moved to the 
ramparts of the city to protect it, as was done during a Danish attack on Hamburg in 1686. 
Leopoldus Primus had a crew, depending on length and purpose of travel, from around 150 to 250 men, of 
which about 15 to 20 were officers, including the captain and his lieutenant as well as ministers and the 
commander of the soldiers. The crew was not stable, but employed for the duration of the trip. Voluntary recruits 
rather than being pressed into service, they were expected to equip themselves, and more died from diseases 
caused by unclean conditions on the ship than from battle, at as high a rate as four to one. The 40 to 60 soldiers 
aboard were better trained and disciplined, taken from the ranks of the city's soldiery or reassigned from other 
convoy ships. 
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Item Overview 
 

Description 

A German pewter nef in the form of the Leopold I 
 
Late 19th/early 20th century 
 
The three-masted convoy ship realistically modeled and labeled in cast to three sides of base: 
"Leopoldus Primus," "Hamburgische/Fregatte," and "erbaut/im Jahre/1668," and with the Hamburg 
coat of arms. 
 
H: 21, W: 26, D: 5 in. (approx.) 
 

Condition Report 

Descriptions provided in both printed and on-line catalogue formats do not include condition 
reports. The lot is sold in the condition it is in at the time of sale. The condition report is provided to 
assist you with assessing the condition of the lot and is for guidance only. Any reference to 
condition in the condition report for the lot does not amount to a full description of condition. The 
images of the lot form part of the condition report for the lot provided by Freeman's. Certain 
images of the lot provided online may not accurately reflect the actual condition of the lot. In 
particular, the online images may represent colors and shades which are different to the lot's 
actual color and shades. The condition report for the lot may make reference to particular 
imperfections of the lot but you should note that the lot may have other faults not expressly 
referred to in the condition report for the lot or shown in the online images of the lot. The condition 
report may not refer to all faults, restoration, alteration or adaptation because Freeman's is not a 
professional conservator or restorer but rather the condition report is a statement of opinion 
genuinely held by Freeman's. For that reason, Freeman's condition report is not an alternative to 
taking your own professional advice regarding the condition of the lot. All transactions are 
governed by Freeman's Conditions of Sale. 

Notes 

For a similar lot, see Thomaston Place Auction Galleries, Thomaston, Maine, March 2, 2019, lot 
2358. 
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