








 

 

 







ig. 1.—A group of "Tappit Hen" measures, formerly in the Charbonnier collection.
The two on the right in each row are Crested Hens."

Pewter of Scotland
By Captain A. SUTHERLAND-GRAEME, f.s.a., a.r.i.b.a.

PART II

11 Part I of this article appeared in our February, 1939, issue.

LEAVING ecclesiastical pewter we enter the
homely tavern and here we find the familiar
"Tappit Hen" (but only in theory, alas!).

It is not proposed to enlarge upon the discussion
which has raged around the derivation of this name.
In the writer's opinion the propounder of the theory
that it is derived from " Topinette." the name given
to a French wine measure of somewhat similar form
is probably as near the truth as we shall ever get;
the old association between Scotland and France
which, incidentally, led to the assimilation of French
words (e.g., Ashet—a Plate; Fr. : Assiette) is a
strong argument in its favour. Figure 1 shows a
group of these measures of varying capacities, both
Scots and Imperial, which were formerly in the
Charbonnier collection. The fact that, on the 16th
century fountain at Linlithgow, a figure is shown
holding in its hand one of these measures is evidence
that the type was well known, at least in the south
of Scotland, over 300 years ago, but, with one or

two exceptions, none of those which exist to-day are
earlier than circa 1725, and they lasted till the early
19th century. Three varieties are known; those
with plain domed lids, those whose lids arc sur
mounted by finials ("Crested Hens"), and those
which are lidless. Three examples of the latter are
shown in Figure 2; they are known as the
" Aberdeen " type, from the locality in which they
were most frequently found.

Budding collectors should note carefully the out
lines of these measures. As has been said, a super
ficial!}' similar type was made in France at about the
same period, and these (which are fairly common)
are often, ignorantly. one hopes, exposed for sale
as " Tappit Hens."

The latter are not infrequently faked also, and
whilst it would be injudicious, to say the least, to
broadcast the signs and tokens by which these fakes
can, up to the present, be unhesitatingly exposed, an
intending purchaser should, if possible, consult an
" old hand."

Fig. 2 (left).—Three lidless "Tappit Hens," examples of the "Aberdeen " type. Fig. 3 (right).—A group of
"thistle" measures, c. 1830.
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Alan Vincent Sutherland-Graeme 

Collection - 1 x 5 1/2" Quaigh 
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Malcolm Bell - Old Pewter Comments 
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L.  Ingleby-Wood - Scottish pewterware and Pewterers - Quaich 
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On page 194 of this book he refers to - 

5. A quaigh 4 7/8" diameter quite plain - Marks found on the two lugs or handles  

I. H......A scroll......"R Wellwood"......A. A.......A Scroll......Dunfermline 

The words "R Wellwood" and "Dunfermiline" appear to have been added later than the initials. 

See Plate IV   (as shown above here in the first illustration of the two) 

.................................................... 
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QUAICHS 

The collection shown in this Section includes many excellent examples 
of late 17th Century, 18th Century and early 19th Century work. 

They range from the smallest for individual use, either by the owner or to 
tender to a friend as a mark of hospitality, to the largest, which were obviously 
reserved for ceremonial purposes, such as family gatherings, weddings and 
funerals . These appear to have been preserved in families as important and 
cherished heirlooms as were the earlier mazers which they superseded in Scotland. 
The sentintent attached to those vessels, especially by the Highlanders, has un-
doubtedly been the cause of so many fine specimens surviving to the present 
day. It is interesting to note that they were also in some cases used in churches 
as Communion Cups, and are still preserved in some parishes as such. 

The Quaich may be regarded, for definition, as a drinking cup with lugs, and 
these were always held by both the giver and the taker when in use. For the 
purposes of the Scottish form of Communion, such method of handling would be 
particularly applicable. 

In the majority of cases, the materials used were wood and silver, either 
in combination or alone, but there are a few examples in pewter and brass, and 
there is a very early one of stone in the National Museum of Antiquities, Edinburgh. 

Of the wooden pieces, the smaller were generally cut out of the solid, but 
the majority were built up in sections, cunningly split, each in to the other. 
Different colour woods were used alternately with charming effect. When built 
up the whole vessel was bound together with staves or hoops of wattle or silver. 
The lugs were often covered with silver plates decorated with Celtic designs 
or bearing initials and dates. 

Many wooden quaichs must have been made locally as were also some very 
fine silver ones, and the skill shown in t1Ieir manufacture was by no means mean, 
as may be seen by reference to t1Ie catalogue which describes several17tII Century 
specimens, and gives their places of origin. 

[~S] 

QUAICHS 
As the art advanced and the demand became greater, silversmiths in the 

larger towns such as Aberdeen, Inverness, Perth and Edinburgh, began to produce 
them, and pieces from all those towns are shown . 

. It should be observed that in the earlier silver examples, there is a delicacy 
of IJJ1e JJ1 the body and droop of the lugs which has the tendency to disappear 
when the form became more that of a bowl, until in the early part of the 19th 
~entury, the quaich became almost stereotyped and somewhat uninteresting. That 
IS undoubtedly due to the fact that since that period they have be f: . en manu actured 
lnstead of being turned out by craftsmen, each working along his own lin d 
showing strong individuality. e an 

J. MILNE DAVIDSON. 

John
Text Box
The following is an extract from the 1931 Loan Exhibition of Scottish Art and Antiquities Catalogue.


