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the best old pewter deal you never heard of

The photos used within this article are of the collection of Dr A J  Young and come from 
the Pewter Society Library.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Dr A J Young of Whitefield near Manchester was one of the
very early members of the Society of Pewter Collectors
recorded present at meetings from 1920, photographed in
1923, Vice President 1927 and President in 1930.

He had a remarkable collection of which the Pewter Society
Library has some 75 photographs from around 1926. Several
of which are shown here. He died in 1947. A piece that had
been his was sold at the A V Sutherland Graeme sale in
1965. Otherwise nothing is known what happened to this
amazing collection.

Navarro’s collection is mostly in storage at the Fitzwilliam,
Yeates mostly in storage at the V&A, Carvick Webster’s
hidden away in the Art Gallery of New South Wales,
Richardson’s in Truro but Sutherland- Graeme’s,
Michaelis’s, Minchin’s and many more scattered to the
winds at auction. It seems then there was in the early years
a determination to donate to Museums and later the wish
to disperse and recover value. Unknown until very recently
was what became of the fabulous collection of Dr Young.

It appears that in the early seventies (guessing) the family
decided to dispose of the still existent and large collection.
It appears they wanted a sale of the whole with speed and
certainty. For such a large and worthy collection; it needed
a dealer who could handle the quantity, the quality, and pay
the money. Such a man was Peter Hempson. (he is alive today
and well – in the first half of the 1970s he was in his twenties).

Peter told this writer he was then trading in London as a
wholesaler of metal ware and other antiques. He had an eye
for quality and the means to acquire the whole instantly. After
purchasing the collection, he discussed it with the much older
Richard Mundey who would have liked to participate but Peter
was resolved to sell it himself as one collection.

Although grateful for Richard’s opinion and appraisal (later
rewarded with 18 bottles of Pink Champagne) he did find an
American buyer who after 24 hours consideration and knowing
that such an exceptional collection had taken perhaps 40 years to build decided to buy it. Peter
tells me the details were agreed during a meeting with the buyer in America. As this was perhaps
40 years ago, we might wonder where the collection is now.

Peter relates that his introduction
to metal ware was at the age of nine
being interested even then in
antiques; he purchased from a
church jumble sale a broken paper
knife with a darkened handle for
one old penny. This he cleaned and
found it was silver. Filing down the
top of the broken ivory blade it was
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then fit for sale and was resold by Peter for
£1. Peter says at a 240 times uplift in value
it was the best margin he ever made! In his
early years he was a child actor on
television, films, radio and in the theatre.
He toured and hence became known to
many antique dealers through the UK as his
interest grew. This he says helped him to
build up his capital for later trading.

 The three or four members of the UK
Pewter Society who have ever heard of him
assume he was employed by Richard Mundey
or a market trader. There is almost nothing
written and the reason why he is unknown
is that he was in fact a wholesaler –
supplying Mundey among others and not
then a shopkeeper or stall holder.

If he had become known as supplying
collectors, he would have been in

competition with his own main customers. He found it easy to remain in the background quiet and
modest especially with such flamboyant characters as then were some antique dealers. His interests
were far wider than old pewter. He had a knack for finding quality and value and as he became
better known although still a young man - the good stuff came to him. He was known for selling
good quality stock. Indicative of his early flair and determination is the following anecdote he told
this writer.

Another important dealer on the Brompton Road was Pratts.
The shop had an enormous cellar beneath it. They specialised
in chimneypieces and fireplace accessories. I bought much
from them when they closed down. I remember buying
literally hundreds - maybe thousands of sets of fireirons, all
tied-up and bound together. The foreman there told me that
they would buy them in bulk from the rag and bone men who
would trawl all areas of London in those days. Theirs was a
truly incredible stock both for quality and quantity.

I was sixteen when I bought from them, I remember because,
I had a three wheeled Reliant car then (it was the only car
a sixteen-year-old was permitted to drive). I did not have
sufficient capital to buy everything I wanted outright, so I
purchased one car load at a time - driving across London to
sell it immediately - before returning for the next load. I did
this all day long for several days, even changing my route in
case I was being followed by the very curious dealer I was
selling to! That poor car, which I had bought new, was never
the same after that deal. It made all sorts of creaks and seemed to always want to lurch to one
side!

This tells us a good deal as to his nature as a
young man in 1962. He’s seen above aged 24
with Richard Mundey at a WCOP dinner.

He still has a 1977 invoice book which clearly
shows that he not only supplied Richard Mundey
and other leading dealers but the majority of the
transactions are exports to Europe and the USA
with the original purchase orders from the
customer stuck next to the copy invoice as was
then required. By 1977 he was selling a rich
variety of good quality antiques in bulk to
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overseas buyers many of whom would fly to London,
see who they wanted, and return the same day. He
clearly was such a man worth seeing.

He recalls Harold Casimir as having a much higher
standard of antiques than his brothers at that time and
recalls buying the entire shop stock on Harold’s
retirement. A later anecdote involved the selling of a
large and costly vase that had belonged to a Tsar of
Russia to a Middle Eastern royal family.

As time moved on and his trade changed, he came to
be in far less contact with Richard Mundey. But was
remembered with affection after Richard’s death in
letters from his widow Etta (written 1991-4) Today this
writer doubts Peter is fully retired and suspects that
his eye for quality and value provides a lot of post
retirement age interest.

This account tells this writer of an aspect to the Old
Pewterware Antiques business he was totally unaware
of - and found personally very interesting being of a
similar age to Peter Hempson.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

I would like to thank the following people without whose input the above article 
would not have been possible -

Naturally, thanks Peter Hempson himself for talking with him in September 2019. But also 

Christine Ellis of Sydney Australia who in 2012 advised him of genealogical information 
relevant to the people of the 1970s which helped him locate Peter.

Albert Bartram who remembered seeing Peter at various auctions.
These were folk who provided the clues that led me to try to better understand that 
decade -and I thank them for sharing their thoughts with me.




