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Anybody who has lived in Greenland knows
how the wild nature of the country overwhelms
the mind. I lived in that country until my tenth
year and the impressions, I received thereduring
my early boyhood are still vivid to mv recollec

tion, and have been of far-reaching importance
to my later development.

As tar back as I remember, it was my wish
to become a painter but circumstances forced
me to enter upon the path which I am still fol
lowing. The first important order of my career
was tor an altar in a Copenhagen Church. This
enabled my wife and myself to start a small



workshop for handmade articles of gold and
silver. We enjoyed progress from year to year
although conditions were rather modest until
we took up Pewter in 1918. Nobody believed
in it, but the rapid growth of our business during
the following years proved that we had chosen
the right thing.

The quality of Pewter has often been mis
understood, but I still believe in its good points,
because Pewter, which has been purified, void
of lead and of a certain weight, has so many
advantages that one learns to appreciate it.

For many years I have been working in Bronze,
a metal that possesses sound and is weighty,and
which always incites me to experiments. Two
pieces of Bronze are never alike as a result of
this metal's varying hue of patina.

Most of my time has been devoted to the
making of useful articles which may be sold at
a price within everybody's reach. From the be
ginning when mv wife and 1 were alone and till

now when many people are employed in our
workshop, a conspicuous feature passes through
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my work. I study our ancestors' habits, study
ethnography and take lessons from nature. I
endeavour to build upon the old northern cul
ture —the simple age during which the axe was
not only sharp for the purpose of cleaving the
enemy's head, but also beautiful from an artistic
point of view.

On this basis I try to solve every new task
by giving my pieces of work simple lines and
good proportions —not because I want to be
"modern", but because I endeavour to give my
models just that form which will be appreciated
anywhere in the world, and which is good at
all times. Just • tndersen.
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